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though the chronology must certainly not be neglected. The
table at the end of this book shows the general distribution of
the comedies and other sources. Two important points, among
other things, emerge from this table- the overlapping of the
three (or more accurately, two and a half) generations of comic
poets, and the fact that the bulk of our material belongs to the
years after 431. In some cases, it is true, the date of a fragment
is essential for our conclusions But there was a strong tradi-
tional element in the development of Old Comedy, and the facts
at our disposal justify us in assuming that the developments of
all its seventy years are adequately represented by Aristophanes'
working life

Our subject is the forms of social life, in which the process
of change operates much more slowly than in political history.
The effects of war and defeat, the social transformation of
political leadership, and other changes, are to be observed; but
it will be seen that the great outlines remain constant. The
relative position of agriculture and trade, for instance, was not
quite the same in 400 as in 450, but this does not imply a
change of fundamental importance, and the same is true m
many other cases. On the other hand, the all-embracing pro-
cess of change, which was the specific sign of the age, and which
culminated in the break of 404, was inevitably reflected in all
the individual phenomena of social life It must be left to
detailed treatment to prove that our line of reasoning and inter-
pretation is not forced upon the facts Naturally, we do not
assume that the social life of Athens underwent no change in
the course of seventy years, but there are surely many aspects
of it where the change was very slight, and we shall not seek to
demonstrate the contrary if the evidence of our sources points
to a certain general uniformity.

2.   THE POET AND HIS AUDIENCE

Every performance of a comedy in Athens was based on a

number of social facts.1    The poets of Old Comedy were

^ Athenian citizens 2 Pr^d!                              of their social

-1 Cf m general the book of Haigh, which in many sections is not yet out ol
date.
2 It is a mistake to assume that Aristophanes was a metic (so, e,g , after others,
van Leeuwen) His relation to Aigma (A 65 3 f and schol) is not to be inter-
preted in this sense Cf Coulon, Introduction, p i r r f Wilamowit?, 4.0